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From Pastor Eric’s Desk…
Lent. L-E-N-T. Lent.

No, not that stuff you clean out of the dryer filter or off
of your black slacks. LENT, the season in the church
year that precedes Easter.

Yes, the season that has become commonly known for
people “giving stuff up”. Usually stuff like chocolate,
coffee, caffeine, or other items that require some level
of sacrifice.

No, “giving stuff up” isn’t about suffering like Jesus. It’s
a spiritual discipline. There are tons of spiritual
disciplines: Prayer, fasting, devotions, worship,
stewardship and many more. The idea is to make a
conscious decision to do something that will remind you
of your relationship with Christ and help you grow
deeper in your relationship.

Lent is a good time to do this because it is a defined
period of time with enough length to it that you can
grow into the new practice that you take on. Lent was
also historically the time in the early church when new
believers went through catechism, learning the ways and
beliefs of the church, prior to their baptism which was
quite often celebrated at the Easter Vigil.

For years here at Gloria Dei, we’ve had a spiritual
discipline of gathering for worship on Wednesday
evenings during Lent. We gather at 6pm for a soup
supper and around 7pm we join in Holden Evening
Prayer worship. We will do this again this year.

During our time together we will also be engaging a
question that Martin Luther was fond of asking: What
Does This Mean?

For those of you that have grown up in the Lutheran
Church and had some kind of formalized training in
catechism, the question “What does this mean” probably
brings back memories of sitting in confirmation class
studying Luther’s explanation of the Creed, Lord’s
Prayer, and Ten Commandments. Luther was fond of
asking that question so that he could answer it.
In fact, the reason Luther wrote the small catechism was
for families to have a simple tool they could use to teach
the basic beliefs of the church, so it seems only
appropriate that we would engage this material during
the season of Lent.

The season of Lent begins on Ash Wednesday, February
22. Join us for dinner at 6pm when we’ll begin to use

the Small Catechism as our guide. We’ll celebrate Ash
Wednesday Worship at 7pm which will include the
imposition of ashes, reminding us that “from dust you
have come, to dust you shall return.” Lent continues for
40 days (not including Sundays) which means the
following 5 Wednesdays we’ll join for soup,
conversation, and worship in which we will continue to
ask “What does this mean?”

I encourage you to make time to join us for this time of
fellowship, worship and spiritual growth.

††††††††††††††††††

Gloria Dei Church Council Members 2012
Julia Weissinger - Vice President
Duane Bruns – Secretary
Mary Boston (ad hoc) – Treasurer
Bill and Velma Bobo (ad hoc) – Financial Secretary (Head Counters)
Members At-Large Dick Kennedy
Marlene Krzak
Russ Manning
Florence Spangler
Leslie Mattern
Bobby Reece
Albert Pope

††††††††††††††††††
Good News from Jill and Mary
Our income for the month of December was up at
$12,508.00 and the expenses for the month were
average at $10,467.68. This made up for the large
deficit in November leaving a surplus of $2,040.32 for
the month. For the year the income total was
$116,638.99 and expenses totaled $129,611.17. For the
year that leaves the deficit at $12,972.18. We will be
presenting the 2012 budget at the congregational
meeting on January 29th. Financial plans and needs for
the year will be explained then.

††††††††††††††††††

Older and Better will meet on Wednesday, February
1st at 12 noon. Come and join this group for food and
good fellowship.

††††††††††††††††††
Council Meeting
Gloria Dei Church Council will meet on February 12th
after service.

††††††††††††††††††
Men’s Breakfast February 5th 8:00 a.m. at Connie’s
Kitchen in Seymour. All men are invited to join us for
great food and conversation (or you can come and sip
coffee and join in the conversation).
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Women’s Bible Study
Join us Wednesday, February 8th at noon for an
organization meeting. Bring your lunch, dessert and
drinks are provided.

††††††††††††††††††
Tacky Ladies meets the third Wednesday, gathering
Wednesday, February 15th at 11:00am to tack quilts
and enjoy lunch.

††††††††††††††††
Pastor Eric will be out of the office from the
afternoon of February 5 to February 9 for a First Call
Theological Education Event in Rincon, GA. If you need
pastoral care assistance during this time, please call
Pastor Eric’s cell phone 510-853-1386 and he will put
you in contact with a local on-call pastor.

††††††††††††††††††
February Recycling Challenge

I am pleased to announce our 2011 recycling statistics.
Thanks to our environmentally conscious members and
neighbors, Gloria Dei collected and recycled 29,330
pounds of paper and 3,073 pounds of cardboard last
year! Together, we saved 53.46 cubic yards of landfill
space! What an accomplishment!

Keep in mind that our paper recycling bin accepts a
variety of paper, including newspaper, magazines,
catalogs, office paper, junk mail, file folders, index
cards, colored copy paper, plain and window envelopes,
and phone books. Even shredded paper is acceptable!
Brown paper and paperboard should not be placed in
this bin; however, these items can be recycled in the
mixed paper bin at one of the many recycling centers
located in Knoxville.

You may place your corrugated cardboard in our
cardboard recycling bin. Please be advised that only the
clean portions of cardboard pizza boxes are recyclable.
Areas soiled with food and grease should be torn away
and disposed of.

Since new phone books were recently distributed, your
challenge for the month of February is to toss all your
old phone books in our paper recycling bin.

Thank you for supporting our recycling program, and for
being such great stewards of the environment!

Tish McQueen
††††††††††††††††††

Lenten Self Denial envelopes will be distributed on
Sunday, February 19th. On Wednesday the 22nd, begin to
put your change for the day in the envelope. If you have
money you have collected for a while, add that too.
During Lent, do not spend your change, but put it in
your Self Denial envelope. This money will be used to
make quilts, health kits and baby layettes for Lutheran
World Relief. Share your change during this Lenten
season.

††††††††††††††††††

Join the book group Sunday, February 26, 4 pm
Our book discussion will center on Dr. Timothy Lull’s “My
Conversations with Martin Luther”
What could a 16th-century German possibly have
to say to us modern folk as we enter the 21st
century? If that man is Martin Luther, a lot! In
this richly imagined book, Timothy Lull presents a
series of fictional conversations with Martin
Luther, the great reformer. Originating from sites
in California and Germany, these provocative
conversations offer reflections on Luther's world
and the world in which we live. Lull offers
Luther's pithy observations on such timely topics
as the family and sexuality, roles of men and
women, enemies and friends, renewal in the
church, politics and ecumenism, interpretation of
the Bible, and the resistance of congregations to
the gospel message. Finally, Luther has a few
surprising bits of news about current activities in
heaven! This is a delightfully entertaining book
packed with wisdom and insight for today's
Christian.

If you have movie or book titles you’d like to
discuss, talk with Pastor Eric or Tish McQueen.

††††††††††††††††††
There is a real need for communion ministers to
take communion to our shut-ins. Will you prayerfully
consider doing this service? Short time or long time, any
assistance is welcome. Ask John Foley for specifics about
this service.

††††††††††††††††††

On Wednesday, February 22 and Wednesday, February
29 we will hold an Old Fashioned Sewing Bee at
Gloria Dei. If you have a portable sewing machine, bring
it with you. Bring a good pair of scissors if you have
them and join this group to make receiving blankets and
diapers for Lutheran World Relief. Don’t sew? Come on
along because there will be other tasks you can do.
On Wednesday, February 22, we will meet for brunch at
9:00 and then work until 12:30 pm. On Wednesday,
February 29th we will meet at 9:00 and stop to have
lunch at 12:00. Food will be provided, so come join the
fun and fellowship of an Old Fashion Sewing Bee.
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Calling all t-shirt wearers! If you have a large or
extra large t-shirt, cotton or cotton blend, any color that
does not have holes or stains that you do not wear, will
you donate it for a good cause? We can make diapers
for baby layettes for Lutheran World Relief out of these
t-shirts. There is a box in the loggia to collect these
shirts. Clean out your t-shirt drawer and help mothers
and babies.

††††††††††††††††††

Do you need assistance caring for your pets while
you’re on vacation or at work? Recently opened by Tish
McQueen, Compassionate Care Pet Services offers a
variety of pet services, including pet-sitting, dog
walking, pooper scooping, and a pet taxi. Tish loves all
animals but has a special place in her heart for those
that are injured or ill. Please keep Compassionate Care
in mind for all your pet care needs. You may contact
Tish at (865) 368-3338 or tish@ccpetservices.com.

††††††††††††††††††

In case you haven’t heard, we now have a
professional nursery worker on duty most Sundays
at Gloria Dei. Cathy Hobbs has been a child care
provider for 31 years and a member of Gloria Dei since
1984. She remarks that she “has been doing second
generation babysitting for ten years.” She brings her
experience during the Sunday School hour and during
worship. Please ask one of the ushers for an
introduction.

††††††††††††††††††

Ideas are needed for Gloria Dei University events. If
you know of an interesting person or charitable
organization, if you have had an experience you would
like to share, if you have a passion or hobby you wish to
share, we have your audience. Contact Albert Pope for
details.

††††††††††††††††††
Gloria Dei member Jason Boston has been given the
honor of Officer of the Month from the Knoxville
Police Department where he has served for three years.
The honor is given to officers who “go out of our way”
to serve and protect.
Officer Boston stopped a car which was driving
erratically, and learned the occupants were suspects in a
robbery which had occurred moments earlier.
Jason and his wife Mary have been members of Gloria
Dei for about a year.

†††††††††††††††††

Total Ministry at Gloria Dei, it’s each to your own
ministry. Mine is to assist elderly people who are trying
to stay in their homes.
In 1 Samuel 10:6 we “Then the spirit of the Lord will
possess you, and you will be turned into a prophetic
frenzy along with them (a group of prophets) and you
will be turned into a different person.” This person was
Saul before he was to be anointed King.
Perhaps the seeking and accepting of a mission for
doing a work for God will turn each of us into a different
person or perhaps the latter will occur first.

John Foley
††††††††††††††††††

WE REMEMBER IN PRAYER: John Mangas is
receiving physical therapy at North Haven Nursing
Center.
Maxine Hartsell moved to Hillcrest West for physical
therapy and treatment.
Shawn Holden, Betty McElhannon, Ralph Ihli, Rebecca
Lindquist, Dawn Bobo, Penny Hammar, Dole Pegrem;
Ed, Kathy, Vickie Rose; Brittany Navarra, Joanne Brown,
Matthew Bruns, David Cavaliere, Cory Bruns, Linda
Bruns, Mike Kimbrell, Nancy Henson, Gerald Houser,
Marie Koenig, John Mangas, Ann & Earl Olson, David
Scott and family, Jean Studer, Larry Studer Jr. (Jean and
Larry’s son).
Our Shut Ins: Irene Burchell, Wayne Byers, Sue
Cropper, Linda Cruze, Pat Galloway, Vi Tillet, Bill Ward.

†††††††††††††††††
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It's really clear to me that you can't hang onto something longer than its
time. Ideas lose certain freshness, ideas have a shelf life, and sometimes they
have to be replaced by other ideas.

Alan Alda

Gloria Dei Lutheran Church
6632 Chapman Highway
Knoxville, TN 37920
(865) 573-5911
Return Service Requested
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